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The RegionThe Region

! 52 cities and towns in 3 
counties

! 1 million people
! 1,300 square miles
! 3 RPA’s (SRPEDD, 

OCPC, MAPC)



CHANGESCHANGES

Southeastern Massachusetts has become 
the State’s new growth frontier

! 4 characteristics of the region’s growth



1. Regional growth rate triple the state growth rate, 
or approximately 10,000 new people per year
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     Population Increase 1960 - 2000
(637,937 - 1,054,036)



! Impacts of 10,000 additional people per year

3,500 2,157 710,000 27,650

 Additional 
Units/Year

New Students    
Enrolled/Year

Gallons Of       
Water Use/Day

 Extra Vehicle 
Trips/Day



2. Regional growth is unevenly distributed

1.6%

113.5%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

Brockton, Fall River &
New Bedford

Rest of the Region

1960 - 2000

R
at

e 
of

 P
op

ul
at

io
n 

G
ro

wt
h



Distribution of growth in southeastern Mass.Distribution of growth in southeastern Mass.

FROM 1980 TO 2000….
! Twenty towns grew more than 25%
! Nine communities exceeded 50% (Berkley, 

Bridgewater, Carver, Kingston, Lakeville, 
Mansfield, Norton, Plymouth and Rochester) 

! Nine communities added more than 5,000 new 
residents (Attleboro, Bridgewater, Dartmouth, 
Easton, Mansfield, North Attleborough, Norton, 
Plymouth and Taunton)



3. Improvements to the region’s 
transportation network are 
driving new growth


